
Interview with Ernst Mayr

This year is the 60



they had little to say about speciation in their books. They

either say the usual things without any detail, or they even said



but I was sufficiently enamoured with the dream of the tropics

and exploring that I did take that major step. After I’d got that

first medical exam behind me, I took up zoology and got my

PhD, incidentally at 21, then waited for the expedition. Strese-

mann tried first one thing, then another thing, and finally heard



selection, but if you have a group of hunter gatherers and they

have a particularly close cooperation then that particular troop

is selectively superior to the next one with whom they are







is not necessarily true for most phylogenetic assemblages,

therefore I don’t even refer to these systems as classifications.





became extinct, quite likely through genocide by Homo

sapiens. Now the question is: just exactly what happened with

Homo sapiens? How did Homo sapiens evolve? Well, the point

is that the difference between Neanderthal and Homo sapiens

are really, physically, comparatively small. In fact, as far as

brain size is concerned, Neanderthal were larger and more

robust than Homo sapiens. Homo sapiens was a rather gracile

form, the original ones. In fact, the brain of Neanderthal is

actually larger than the average brain size of Homo sapiens. It



we have tended to think about as uniquely human are, in fact,



having said that, in the end, everything reduces to physics.

Would you care to comment on this?

EM:



are effectively a panmictic population of six billion people, that

the biological evolution of our species is probably effectively at

an end?

EM: Yes, there’s no indication that we have any selection

in the modern human species that would lead to an improve-

ment of the human species, or as it’s usefully called in the

literature, the development of superman. On the contf





that more and more people will be attracted to the diversity

of organismsbecause it’san area where there is still so much to

be done.

BIES: Have you ever been tempted to write your

autobiography?

EM: Having had this interesting life in New Guinea and then

this whole set of other interesting things in my life, everybody

says I should write my autobiography. However I have always


